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A defining feature of the Budget is its systems-level approach: Ravindra Boratkar
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The Union Budget 2026-27 marks a strategic reset in India’s healthcare and life sciences trajectory. Moving beyond
incremental reform, it reframes healthcare as a national growth platform and biopharma as a high-value innovation engine
central to India’s long-term economic and public health objectives.

At its core, the Rs10,000 crore Biopharma SHAKTI initiative signals a decisive shift in India’s pharmaceutical strategy—from
volume-driven generics to complex biologics, biosimilars, advanced therapies, and globally credible clinical research. The
Budget clearly recognises that future competitiveness in pharmaceuticals will be determined by innovation depth,
manufacturing sophistication, and regulatory credibility.

A defining feature of the Budget is its systems-level approach. Investments in biomanufacturing are matched with parallel
strengthening of pharmaceutical education, clinical research infrastructure, and regulatory institutions. The expansion of
NIPERs, the creation of a nationwide network of more than 1,000 accredited clinical trial sites, and the augmentation of
CDSCO's scientific capacity collectively aim to reduce execution bottlenecks, accelerate development timelines, and enhance
global confidence in India’s life sciences ecosystem.

The Budget also adopts a long-term view of healthcare demand. Rising non-communicable diseases, ageing populations,
and chronic care requirements are addressed through enhanced investments in diagnostics, tertiary care, digital health
platforms, allied health skilling, and preventive healthcare. By linking affordability with innovation, healthcare spending is
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positioned as an investment in productivity, resilience, and social stability rather than as a fiscal burden.

A distinctive dimension of the 2026—27 Budget is its emphasis on integrative healthcare. Strengthened support for AYUSH
systems, the establishment of new All India Institutes of Ayurveda, upgraded testing and quality infrastructure, and the
expansion of medical value tourism reflect India’s effort to integrate traditional medicine with modern healthcare delivery. This
approach leverages India’s civilisational knowledge while aligning it with evidence-based research, global standards, and
growing international demand for holistic wellness solutions.

Technology serves as a unifying enabler across these reforms. The Budget embeds artificial intelligence, digital health
records, biotechnology-led innovation, and data-driven governance within healthcare planning and delivery. This
convergence of health, science, and technology signals a shift toward precision-oriented, data-intensive, and platform-driven
health systems aligned with global trends shaping the next phase of industrial and healthcare transformation.

From an industry and investment perspective, the Budget provides clarity of direction and policy continuity. By aligning
healthcare, science, manufacturing, and skilling within a single strategic framework, it reduces uncertainty and encourages
long-term investments in advanced manufacturing, research infrastructure, and global collaboration.

As India advances toward its vision of Viksit Bharat@2047, the Union Budget 2026—27 establishes healthcare and life
sciences as foundational pillars of a knowledge-driven, innovation-led, and globally integrated economy—where public health
outcomes and economic competitiveness progress together.
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