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HMD scaling up production of auto disable immunization syringes to 1B
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HMD has received order from UNICEF to increase its supply of immunisation AD syringes

New Delhi based Hindustan Syringes & Medical Devices Ltd (HMD), one of the largest manufacturers of Disposable Syringes
in the World and the largest for Auto Disable syringes with annual capacity of around 700 million auto-disable syringes for
vaccination is scaling up production to a billion in the first half of 2021 as India gets ready for COVID-19 Vaccine.

“We have received orders from UNICEF to increase our supply of immunization AD syringes to the organisation to around
300 million to build up a stockpile of around 140 million syringes for Covid-19 by the end of the year” said Rajiv Nath,
Managing Director of Hindustan Syringes & Medical Devices Ltd.

“We are waiting on the Indian government to start creating a stockpile of syringes as being done by other Countries. Should
the government need 100 million auto-disable syringes for Covid-19 vaccines by the end of this year, we can easily offer
them to lift the outstanding orders placed with us. We have nearly 50 million in stock that the government has not timely lifted
as standard immunisation injection campaigns had been suspended at onset of Covid. Though the campaigns have been
restarted recently, the pace is still slow," added Rajiv Nath.

As the race for a 'safe and effective' vaccine against coronavirus infection is on the horizon, Pune based drugmaker Serum
Institute of India is all set to start the advance clinical trial of University of Oxford vaccine while continuing to work alongside
on 4 more vaccines candidates. In addition, Covaxin, India's first coronavirus vaccine has been developed by Bharat Biotech,
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and National Institute of Virology (NIV). The clinical trial to verify the safety of the
potential COVID-19 vaccine started about two weeks back. If successful, it may be available by end of the year. Zydus is the 3
rd of the 7 vaccine Manufacturers in the running.

“The outbreak of COVID-19 has taught the importance of infection prevention practices like hand-hygiene to all. The focus
has shifted to single use disposable consumables from reuse consumables and especially a change has been seen in higher
deployment of auto-disable syringes even for curative injections. WHO and. UNICEF also recommend thatauto-disable
syringes be used for administering vaccines— particularly in mass immunization programs.Moreover, WHO has suggested
the use of auto-disable syringes to collect blood samples of Covid 19 patients, which in turn, helps to avoid the transmission
of disease through healthcare equipment", said Nath.
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At the same time, HMD, which owns DispoVan and Kojak brands of syringes fears that while it's an opportunity it also makes
them nervous.“In past we did gear up to produce these as the largest manufacturer in world for AD Syringes only to find
Indian Govt. buying from China at L1 rates and expected us to match these non remunerative rates. This product is like
making traffic red-light, only Govt. buys red lights for traffic management and if they don’t, you have no market in private
sector.”, explained Rajiv Nath.

“Over the years we moved over to more dependable international buyers who don’t have the silly criteria of L1 prices to be
matched and have while expecting competitive pricing do give weightage to good quality and performance capabilities t00.”,
added Nath.

As India gets ready for COVID-19 vaccine, the Govt. should be well equipped with secured stock of syringes in advance to
administer a vaccine when it is approved and ready. At least 60 to 70% of 1.3 Billion people in India and 7.8 Billion people
Worldwide will need syringes for Covid-19 vaccine.



